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INFLUENTIAL 


2017'S GAME CHANGERS IN ORANGE COUNTY 


MEET THE PEOPLE WHO SHAPED OUR YEAR 


Welcome to Day Seven of the Register’s 100 Most Influential People in 
Orange County. We are highlighting people who changed lives in 2017. 
Some entertained; some educated. All, in some way, inspired. You know 
many of their names, but others will be surprises. 


MOHAMMED ALY 


FIGHTING, LOUDLY, 
FOR THE HOMELESS 


BILL ALKOFER — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Mohammed Aly is a young lawyer drawn to civil rights advocacy. His focus the past few years has been on homeless people. 


Founder of Orange County Poverty Alleviation Coalition has earned a reputation for 
his passionate advocacy — and being a persistent thorn in the side of county officials 


By Theresa Walker 
thwalker@scng.com 
@TellTheresa on Twitter 


If attention is influence, Mohammed 
Aly has reaped it in abundance this past 
year. 

At 28, Aly is a polarizing figure, a 
homeless advocate who has helped 
people even as he’s become a persistent 
thorn in the side of county officials. 

Some wonder just how much Aly ac- 
tually accomplishes, given his confron- 
tational, disruptive style. 

Others praise his passion and com- 
mitment, his relentless drive to raise 
awareness of the needs swirling around 
the county’s growing homeless popula- 
tion, particularly at the encampments 
along the Santa Ana River bike trail and 
at the Santa Ana Civic Center. 

“You need people like Mohammed 
Aly,” said Paul Leon, co-founder of the 
Illumination Foundation, which grew 
over a decade from a small, grass-roots 


MOHAMMED ALY, 


28, Tustin 
He is a polarizing figure, a homeless 
advocate who has helped people 
even as he’s become known for his 
confrontational and disruptive style. 


cause, with him, it’s going to be con- 
frontation.” 

Leon, 63, a former Orange County 
public health nurse who battled bureau- 
cracy over health outreach to people on 
the street — and who has had his own 
disagreements with Aly — recognizes 
the younger man’s personal investment 
in the issue. 


MORE GAME CHANGERS “I was a lot like him when we first 

Meet more started,” Leon said. 
influencers inside. “People kept saying Illumination 
NEWS 8 Foundation is a flash in the pan, they’re 


effort to a well-respected organization 
that has provided health care and tem- 
porary housing to tens of thousands of 
homeless people. 

“There is so much apathy and so 
much politics,” Leon said. “It really is 
tiring to battle the powers that be.” 

But if Aly’s fighting style is tiring, 
Leon says it’s also essential. 

“Believe it or not, I hate to say it, (Aly) 
opens the door for people like us. Be- 


not going to be here a year from now be- 
cause they’re just going to burn them- 
selves out. 

“I just worry that he is not going to 
be able to sustain that,” Leon said. “Be- 
cause it really is a marathon.” 


Basic goals 


While critics call Aly an enabler who 
makes it easier for homeless people to 
remain in places not meant for habi- 
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PEOPLE 


Is Southern California feeling crowded to you? 


Population figures say 
yes as region grows at 
fastest pace since 2014 


Your hunch is correct: Southern 


California is more crowded, as the Jonathan 
region’s population has passed 18 Lansner 
Columnist 


million with the fastest growth 
rate since 2014. 


growth. Meanwhile, 
fewer departed the 
region, and foreign 
immigration cooled 
modestly. 

Look at the com- 
ings and goings of 
locals in percent- 
age-point terms: 
2017’s four-county 


Population increase 


Southern California has the five most populated 
counties in the state, and each grew by at least 


20,000 people in 2017. 


94% 
55% 


Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside 
and San Bernardino counties as 
of July 1 had added a combined 
128,552 residents to 18.03 mil- 
lion, according to new data from 
the state Department of Finance. 
That’s up from 94,828 new neigh- 
bors in the previous year. 

According to my trusty spread- 
sheet, it was a year that saw Los 
Angeles County add the most peo- 
ple, while an ongoing trend con- 
tinued to the east as the Inland 
Empire experienced the fastest 
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population increase was 0.72 
percent higher than 2016. That 
growth rate was an improve- 
ment from the 0.53 percent in- 
crease in the previous year. Still, 
the region’s population growth 
has been in a long-running decel- 
eration. 

Recent additions are histori- 
cally slow, running below the an- 
nual average expansion rate of 
0.83 percent seen since 2000. And 
four-county growth has trailed 
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county population 


percentage increases 74% 

for 2017 

County Total 2017 2017 increase 
Los Angeles 10,271,792 56,689 

San Diego 3,320,108 24,292 

Orange 3,200,748 21,626 

Riverside 2,389,723 30,135 

San Bernardino 2,163,680 20,102 

California 39,613,045 300,816 (0.77%) 


Source: California Department of Finance 
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POLITICS 


‘Year of the 
Woman’ 


may return 
in2018 


Experts believe it 
could be even 
bigger than 1992, 
especially in state 
congressional races 


By Martin Wisckol 
mwisckol@scng.com 
@MartinWisckol on Twitter 


The thunder of the women’s 
movement continues to grow in 
politics, leading some experts to 
predict it will dwarf 1992’s “Year 
of the Woman,” when the num- 
ber of female Congress members 
jumped from 33 to 55. 

The effects in Southern Califor- 
nia could reach into the five 2018 
congressional races where Demo- 
crats are vigorously targeting Re- 
publican incumbents — all dis- 
tricts where Hillary Clinton pre- 
vailed last year despite the GOP 
having the edge in voter regis- 
tration. 
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Women in Congress 


U.S. Senate 
There are 21 women in 
the Senate and 79 men. 


16 Democratic 
women 

5 Republican 
women 


House of 
Representatives 

There are 84 women and 
351 men. 


62 Democratic 
women 

22 Republican 
women 
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SETH WENIG — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


A pedestrian tries to keep warm 
while walking in New York City. 


WINTER WEATHER 


Parts of U.S. facing 
extended cold spell 
Below-zero wind chills freeze 
much of the northern United 
States, while parts of the 
East Coast dig out from heavy 
SNOW. NEWS 4 


DISNEY POWER OUTAGE 


Blown transformer shuts 
down Disneyland rides 


Visitors were escorted off 

It's a Small World and other rides 
in Fantasyland and Toontown until 
power could be restored. LOCAL 8 


REAL ESTATE 


O.C. house hunters in a 
buying mood last month 
Despite $700,000 median price, 
latest data show home sales clos- 
ing at the fastest November pace 
in 12 years. BUSINESS ON NEWS 10 
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